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surprising work was constructed, there is no satisfactory
account to be obtained -, but its magnitude evinces a very
numerous population, with a strong government, possessing
the power of putting it in action, and of guiding its strength
and industry; as well as of exhibiting at the same time
a degree of civilisation, from which the present inhabitants
are far removed. That part of this majestic work
particularly deserves attention, where, by a parapet of
nearly one hundred and fifty feet in breadth at the base,
and thirty in the summit, two hills are made to join, in
order to encompass and keep in the waters of this lake. In
this work, then, we find the incontestible signs of an
immense population, and of an extensive agriculture. It
is apparently the most ancient of all other works extant in
Ceylon; so ancient, that it cannot be traced to any of the
Governments or kingdoms of the Brahmins. We must
therefore say, that the further back we go towards the
remotest antiquity, we find the island rising in the ideas it
impresses upon our minds, respecting its civilisation and
prosperity."

The same might be, undoubtedly, asserted of various
parts of Greece, particularly of Boeotia, where the ancient
Catabothra, by which that country had at one time
been effectually drained, were in the historical times of
Greece, allowed to fall into ruinous neglect. If we turn
again to Peru, other evidences arise to mark the identity of
this great people, of which nothing can be a stronger
proof than, the identity of especial social usage. The
Peruvians, and their ancestors, the Indians, are in this
point of view at once seen to be the same people. " The
leaves of the Cuca," writes JPrescott,1 "when gathered, are
dried in the sun, and being mixed with a little lime, form
a preparation for chewing, much like the betel-leaf of the
eust; the pungent leaf of the betel was in like manner

1 Prescott's Peru, vol. i p. 133.